
BIOSECURITY                        
for BEES and BEEKEEPERS



WHAT IS BIOSECURITY?

• It is set of measures aimed at preventing                                               
the introduction and/or spread of harmful                                 
organisms

• The beekeeping industry has a series of                                          
measures in place to address biosecurity                                                
for bees

• They are:-



INDUSTRY BIOSECURITY PLAN

• The Industry Biosecurity Plan was                                                            
put together in 2013 and is now due                                                                  
for review

• The Plan identifies procedures that                                                         
can be put in place to reduce the                                                        
chance of pests reaching our borders                                                        
or minimise the impact if a pest                                                      
incursion occurs.



BIOSECURITY MANUAL FOR BEEKEEPERS

• The Biosecurity Manual for Beekeepers                                                 
was put together in 2016

• It was circulated to all known registered                                    
beekeepers in Australia in 2016

• The manual provides information for the                                      
industry and producers about biosecurity                                     
practices and honey bee pests.

• It can be downloaded from the                                                             
Plant Health Australia website



BIOSECURITY FOR BEEKEEPERS

• This course provides advice on keeping                                               
honey bees healthy using industry best                                           
practice

• This course supports the Australian                                                    
Honey Bee Industry Biosecurity Code of                                         
Practice and is one way to meet the                                                
training requirement of the Code.

• This course is free for all beekeepers                                                  
based in Australia.  See the Plant Health                                        
Australia website.                                                                                      
($40 for international enrolments).



WORKSHOP ACARI

• This was a workshop held in 2014                                                              
in all States and Territories

• The workshop demonstrated to                                                      
apiarists, the almond and other                                                  
pollination-dependant industries                                                           
how to prepare for, and act in,                                                                   
an incursion with Varroa as the                                                      
example.



AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY 
BIOSECURITY CODE OF PRACTICE

• The Code has been developed to incorporate                                                                              
fundamental biosecurity principles into the                                                                                  
practices of all Australian beekeepers.

• Training and planning

• Reducing exposure of bees to pests and diseases

• Controlling pests and diseases

• Controlling the spread of undetected disease                                                                                 
in an apiary

• Keeping accurate records

• Hive and equipment maintenance



HOW CAN I IMPROVE MY BIOSECURITY

• Good record keeping            

• A barrier system

• Being able to recognise diseases



GOOD RECORD KEEPING

• If you are in B-QUAL you are                                                              
already keeping good records

• You need to know where your                                                                
hives have been

• You need to know what                                                                     
inspections you have carried                                                                    
out on your hives

• These can be paper records,                                                                       
on a computer or in a diary



A BARRIER SYSTEM

• There is the RIRDC (now AgriFutures) project from many years ago.  
See https://www.agrifutures.com.au/product/honeybee-disease-
barrier-management-systems/

• Barrier systems come in many forms.                                                  
Choose one that suits you  

• Barrier systems help limit the spread                                                        
of a disease

• There are many YouTube presentations                                                        
on barrier systems.  Pick a creditable site

https://www.agrifutures.com.au/product/honeybee-disease-barrier-management-systems/


BEING ABLE TO RECOGNISE DISEASES

• Firstly you must go below the                                                              
queen excluder

• BeeAware is a good website to                                                                  
look at bee diseases and pests

• As part of the Code of Practice                                                                
you will have completed the                                                                   
Biosecurity for Beekeepers course



THANK YOU - HAPPY BEEKEEPING


